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Ms. Crainman, | 3 | | 
OssERve, with peculiar ſatisfaction, that the Petitions have been adopted with unanimity by this reſpectable 
Meeting; but the conjuncture demands the utmoſt fortitude, as well as the greateſt prudence; for no im- 
mediate ſucceſs, I fear, is to be expected from the preſent effort : but ſhould the dreaded change in our ancient 
laws take place, the people ought, and will endeayour to obtain redreſs ; their perſeverance. in firm, ſteady, 
conſtitutional Addrefles to the Legiſlature, will be ultimately ſucceſsful. If we Addreſs the Throne, we know 
the gracious and benign diſpoſition of the Prince who fits upon it, and our application there will finally 
prevail. When he knows the ſentiments of his people, he will comply with their wiſhes :' We aſk but that our 
ancient and indubitable rights may not be infringed ; that the Bill of Rights may remain inviolate; that the 
barrier of our liberties, which our anceſtors erected, may not be broken down. The Bill of Rights is the 
mound which they ſet up to guard us from the invaſions of Power; we cannot be too jealous to watch that 
mound, and prevent any, the ſmalleſt breach, which, if once made, will ſoon be widened by fraud, till at laſt 
the torrent of corruption will ruſh in, and the overwhelming power of the Crown will follow, and deſtroy the 
fubje& land. Arduous indeed, and dangerous in the extreme, is the ſituation of the country. We.appear to 
be placed on a narrow ridge of land, with a frightful precipice on either fide: if we deviate to the right hand, 
we fall into the gulph of Deſpotiſm, thence never to eſcape ; if we ſwerve to the left hand, we tumble down 
among the rocks and breakers of anarchy and confuſion, where certain ruin waits us. To avoid theſe immi- 
nent perils, we muſt proceed with circumſpection, and tread the direct and middle path of the Conſtitution; 
By purſuing that line with caution, but wit the ſpirit of free men, we ſhall avoid the dangers on either fide 
and I truſt our efforts will ultimately prevail. I have the cauſe near to my heart, and will not deſert the liberties 
of my country in the hour of danger and diſtreſs; but Fam no leſs the decided friend of order, peace, and tran- 
quillity. Standing on this ground, I dread not calumny; Lam fearleſs of reproach. They much miſtake me, who 
conceive my conduct is influenced by motives of a different kind: Thave ſome property to loſe, and I feel a wiſh to 
preſerve it. When I formerly addreſſed you, I was a huſband, but not a parent; I am now the father of a large 
tamily of children, whom I love; they are my ſureties to the public; it cannot be thought I mean to expoſe them 
to ruin. But I ſhould be ſorry that any of my children ſhould have reafon hereafter to reproach me, that by my 
negligence in the hour of danger, I had contributed, in ſome degree, to the ſucceſs of meaſures which had ren- 
— em ſlaves. When the Gentlemen who propoſed this Meeting, and who deſerve on that account the 
thanks of their country, firſt notified their intention to me, I thought it my duty to join them. I ſhould not 
have forgiven myſelf if I had not. Such were the motives of my preſent conduct; and I ſtate them to obviate 
miſrepreſentation. I have long ſerved the public with diſintereſted zeal and fidelity ; and, if it be neceſſary, I 
will come forward again and again to aſſert the Rights of the People, and to ſupport the Conſtitution on its 


genuine principles. 
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